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and the project against Bhopal was silently abandoned. * * * The Resident on a later day made a merit with Sindiah of having suppressed, iu his report to me, the offensive tone which he had used ; and His Highness acknowledged the obligation."
Mr. Prinsep states (102) that <f At the time of rejecting our alliance, it was discovered, that the Bhoosla was actually engaged in negotiating one of an offensive and defensive character with Sindheea, for the subjugation of the Bhopal principality by their joint arms. * * * No sooner was Lord Hastings apprised of these intrigues, than he saw at once the immediate result. * * * He resolved no longer to hesitate in stepping forward to complete his defensive arrangements, by forming a connexion with Bhopal and Sapgur, in despite of any efforts by the regular independent powers to contract the design/3
te The Bhopal family had preserved their political independence against the most active efforts of the Mahrattahs in the fulness of their military preponderance; although their position, immediately between the Bhoosla and Sindheea, made their territory the particular object of Mahrattah jealousy, and presented, as long1 as it should remain inviolate, an effectual
o
(102J Narrative of the Political and Military Operations of British India, under the administration of the Marquess of Hastings, 1813 to 1818. Quarto, 1820, pp, 36 to 46.
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